CHRISTOPHER JAMES ATKINS

2707 Hayes Street NE, Minneapolis, MN 55418 | 847-217-7970 | eyes.ears@gmail.com | christopherjatkins.com
Born 1975, Wayne, IL.
EDUCATION


University of St. Thomas, Opus College of Business


Certificate of Professional Project Management • 2021


Program provided a solid foundation for successful project manager skills, including developing strong interpersonal and communication skills to influence and lead project teams, a broad range of estimating tools and practices to successfully manage projects within scope from initiation to closure. 


Goldsmiths College, University of London


MRES Visual Cultures • 2003 – 2004

Thesis: Listening For a Yet-to-be-Seen: Acousmatic Voices and the Haunting of the Cinematic Frame

A self-directed program that explored conceptual and creative ways in which contemporary artistic practice and critical theory interrelate. Expanded knowledge of MA thesis with contemporary artistic developments as well as deeper understanding of the interdisciplinary nature of academic discourses on visual culture.


Goldsmiths College, University of London


MA History of Art, 20th Century • 2002 – 2003

Thesis: Passing Through Galesburg: Image, Text, and the Photographic Series
The program offered a challenging and advanced scheme of study, which explored a range of theoretical perspectives that shape attitudes towards visual art in the late 20th/early 21st centuries. The MA drew variously upon the fields of performance studies, art history, philosophy, museology, queer theory, post-colonial studies and cultural studies in addressing the critical challenges posed by artistic practice.


Harvard University Extension School

Graduate Certificate Museum Studies • 1999 – 2001

Syracuse University, Florence, Italy


Architectural Study & Practice • Summer 1997

College of Wooster


BA History of Art • 1994 –1998


Senior Independent Study: Old Kingdom Funerary Reliefs and Religious Beliefs in Ancient Egypt

Junior Independent Study: Francis Bacon – Study of Velazquez’s Portrait of Pope Innocent X, 1953
WORK EXPERIENCE


Independent Curator & Art Consultant. April 2016 - Present

Organized solo exhibitions with local art venues, including promotions, budget, and documentation. Wrote and edited grants, fellowship and residency applications for artists. Managed major art installation and conservation projects for private collectors. Organized public events to promote accessible programming, provided input on civic projects, and maintained community relationships.


Curator of Exhibitions. Minnesota Museum of American Art [the M]. September 2015 – April 2019
Since 2015, curated numerous nationally recognized group- and one-person exhibitions, including Ken Gonzales-Day: Shadowlands, Material Mythologies, and We the People. The M has more than 5000 works in its collection and has recently added important works by artists such as Sonya Clark, Juan Angel Chávez, Wendy Red Star, Helen Lee, and Aaron Spangler. Re-opened the M’s newly renovated facility in an historic Lowertown St. Paul building complex. Recent and upcoming projects include a new commission by installation artist Sheila Pepe and an NEA-supported solo exhibition with Brad Kahlhamer, entitled A Nation of One.

Coordinator. Minnesota Artists Exhibition Program [MAEP]. March 2009 – August 2015
Lead MAEP through an important transition and reinvigorated the program by working closely with other curatorial departments, increasing the impact of each exhibition, and embracing ambitious and experimental site-specific projects that encouraged visitors to see Mia’s galleries and permanent collection with fresh enthusiasm. In addition to MAEP, I co-developed site-specific projects, and worked on various artist-in-residency programs with local and national artists. 

Deputy Director. Franklin Art Works. January 2006 – August 2008 
Co-Editor. VACUM (Visual Arts Critics Union of Minnesota), Rain Taxi Review of Books • Winter 2005 – Summer 2006


Researcher. Goldsmiths College—Department of Visual Cultures. September 2004 – July 2005
CURATED EXHIBITIONS: MINNESOTA MUSEUM OF AMERICAN ART 


Exhibition Organizer. The Good Making of Good Things. Craft Horizons magazine, 1941 – 1979. March 7 – June 2, 2019.


Exhibition Organizer. We the People. August 17 – November 12, 2017.

David Hamlow: Mirror Stage. May 25 through July 30, 2017. 

Ken Gonzales-Day: Shadowlands. January 19 – April 16, 2017. 

Brick X Brick. August 16 – December 30, 2016.


Seeds of Change: Photographs of the Hmong American Farmers Association. Photographs by Mike Hazard. May 12, 2016 – July 31, 2016.


Material Mythologies: Mary Giles, Sonya Clark, Teri Greeves, Helen Lee, Jae Won Lee. January 21 – April 3, 2016.  

Exhibition Organizer. American Art: It’s Complicated. November 5, 2015 – January 3, 2016.
CURATED EXHIBITIONS: MINNEAPOLIS INSTITUTE OF ART

Site Curator. Mark Mothersbaugh: Myopia. June 18 – August 30, 2015.
 


Pao Her: Attention & Shana Kaplow: Near and Far. April 16, 2015 - June 7, 2015.


Aaron Dysart: Surprise Party. March 13 – April 19, 2015.

Carolyn Swiszcz: Inventory & Jonathan Kaiser: Inverse Echo. January 15, 2015 - March 29, 2015.
Andy Messerschmidt: Delta Delta Delta Force & Mathew Zefeldt: Repetition, Simulation, Simulation. October 16, 2014 - December 28, 2014.

James Holmberg: Forever & Eric William Carroll: Gut Feeling, Vol. 2. July 18, 2014 - September 28, 2014.

Abinadi Meza: The Sky Opens Twice. Northern Spark. June 14 – 15, 2014.

Chad Rutter: Floodplain & Amy Toscani: Chastushki. April 18, 2014 - June 29, 2014.
Monica Haller: Beneath the Ground. June 12 – October 26, 2014.     

Jonathan Bruce Williams: Anti-Newton & Jaron Childs: How to Make a World. January 17, 2014 - March 30, 2014.

Andy Sturdevant: Alley Atlas & Sarah Burns: midday. October 18, 2013 - December 29, 2013.
Trever Nicholas: Luna (Voronoi Cellscape) & Ryuta Nakajima: UMWELT. July 19, 2013 - September 29, 2013. Essay.
Jan Estep: Are You There, Guanyin? August 2013 – July 2014.

Kristina Estell: Posture is Everything & Allen Brewer: Verbatim. April 19, 2013 - June 30, 2013. Essay.

David Bowen: underwater & Brett Smith: Superimpostor. January 18, 2013 - March 31, 2013. Essay.
Binod Shrestha: Remnants and Rumination & Broc Blegen: Coming Out Party. October 19, 2012 - December 30, 2012. Essay.
Luke Aleckson: U.N.P.A.C. (Uniform Non-coding Parallax Autostereogrammic Cyclopti-cryptograms) & Justin Quinn: Deeper Wonders Than the Waves. July 20, 2012 - September 30, 2012. Essay.
Gregory Fitz: Seven Billion & Katelyn Farstad and David Frohlich: Isohyet, Isopleth. April 20, 2012 - July 1, 2012. Essay.

HOTTEA: letting go. Northern Spark. June 9 – 10, 2012.

Mark Ostapchuk: Standards & Chris Willcox: 90º South. January 20, 2012 - April 1, 2012. Essay.

Semblances: Jennifer Danos, Natasha Pestich, Marcus Young. October 21, 2011 – January 1, 2012. Essay.
Adam Caillier and Michael Mott: Finally, We Are All Young Again & Scott Nedrelow: Movie. July 21, 2011 - October 2, 2011

Co-curator. New Pictures 5: Jason Fulford – The Mushroom Collection. October 21, 2011 – April 8, 2012.

Liz Miller: Ornamental Invasion & Paula McCartney: A Field Guide to Snow and Ice. April 21, 2011 - July 3, 2011. Essay.
Peter Happel Christian: Ground Truth & Margaret Wall-Romana: Painting, Before and After Words. January 20, 2011 - April 3, 2011. Essay.
Jennifer Davis, Erika Olson Gross, Terrence Payne and Joe Sinness: Flourish. October 21, 2010 - January 2, 2011. Essay.
Eun-Kyung Suh: The Voided & Mayumi Amada: Kuon (The Eternal Flow of Time). July 16, 2010 - September 26, 2010. Essay.

Foot in the Door 4. February 19 – June 13, 2010.


Michael Kareken: Scrap & Tetsuya Yamada: Commuter. November 20, 2009 - January 24, 2010. Essay.

Roxanne Jackson: We Believe in Some Thing. August 28, 2009 - November 1, 2009. Essay. 

Cheryle Melander & Don Myhre: A Constant Line. June 19 through August 9, 2009.
GUEST CURATED EXHIBITIONS


Michigan State University Art Department Triennial. Lansing,

Michigan. March 17 – April 7, 2018.

Co-Curator. North of the 45th Parallel: 10th Anniversary Special Edition. DeVos Art Museum. Northern Michigan


University, June 15 – 18, 2017. 

Sketch Work. Form + Content Gallery. Minneapolis, MN. December 2010
Curator & Juror. North American Graduate Art Survey (NAGAS). Nash Gallery, University of Minnesota. January 23 – February 19, 2009
SERVICE 


Exhibition and Collection Task Force. Flaten Art Museum. St. Olaf College. Ongoing.

Program Committee. The Soap Factory. Spring 2013 – Summer 2014.

Advisory Board Member. MN Original. Twin Cities Public Television. Spring 2012 – Summer 2013.
PANELS, JURIES, PUBLIC EVENTS

Review Panelist. Arts Learning Grant. Metropolitan Regional Arts Council. Minneapolis. January 15, 2019.

Speaker. José Lerma: Pintur Interesante Monograph Book Launch. Presented by Kavi Gupta Gallery. Chicago, IL. June 26, 2018.

Speaker. Michael Karaken: Parts Book Launch. Presented by Groveland Gallery. Minneapolis, MN. March 22, 2018.


Juror. Art(ists) on the Verge 9. Northern Lights/Jerome Foundation. Minneapolis, MN. January 2017


Reviewer. FotoFest 2016 Portfolio Reviews. Houston, TX. March 27 – 30, 2016

Juror. CIRCA Gallery’s 25th Anniversary Juried Exhibition. Minneapolis, MN. October 2015

Juror & Presenter. Visual Culture Lecture Series and Annual Student Exhibition. University of Minnesota, Duluth. April 21-22, 2015
Speaker. New Perspective: Artist Conversation with Michael Karaken. Burnet Gallery, Le Méridien Chambers Hotel, Minneapolis, November 11, 2014

Juror. Governor’s 6th Biennial Art Exhibition. South Dakota Art Museum. 2014.

Juror. On the Periphery. Exhibition. Silverwood Park. Saint Anthony, MN. 2014
Juror. Van Derlip Graduate Student Award. Minneapolis College of Art & Design. 2014 

Selection Committee. National Leadership Institute, National Alliance of Media Arts & Culture, 2013.

Juror. 2013 Arts Tour Program, Minnesota State Arts Board. November 2012

Juror. 2014 Arts Tour Program, Minnesota State Arts Board. November 2013
Juror. 2011-2012 Jerome Emerging Printmakers Residency. Highpoint Center Printmaking. Minneapolis, MN August 2011.
Juror. 2011 FASEM Annual Juried Exhibition. Fine Artists of Southeast Minnesota. Winona, MN. May 2011.

Advisory Panelist. Professional Advisory Committee. College of Visual Arts. January 2011 - 2012.

Speaker. This is Now: Career Conference. Minneapolis College of Art & Design. January 2011

Juror. Open Door 2010. Rosalux Gallery. Minneapolis, MN. November 2010

Panelist. Art Shanties on Medicine Lake. Minneapolis, MN. October 2009

Juror. Portals on Western public art commission. College of Visual Arts, Saint Paul, MN. 2009-2012.


Juror. Van Derlip Scholarship Award. Minneapolis College of Art & Design. April 2008, 2013


Juror. Bethel University Annual Juried Exhibition. May 5-June 5, 2007 Bethel University, Saint Paul, MN.

Panelist. VACUM Critic & Visiting Artist Trialogues. Franconia Sculpture Park, Shafer, MN.Summer 2005 – Fall 2006.


National Arts Strategies Future Leaders Program. Saint Paul, MN. September 2009.
TEACHING & MENTORING


MFA Mentor • Minneapolis College of Art & Design • Fall 2014.
Adjunct Lecturer • Minneapolis College of Art & Design • Spring 2009

LA-1500: Life In Art – Francis Bacon.
Adjunct Lecturer • College of Visual Arts • Fall 2008. 
ART HISTORY 312: Intro to Museum & Gallery Studies.

Visiting Assistant Professor • Macalester College • 8/2007 – 7/2009. 

ART 149: Principles of Art.

Graduate Committee Member • Minneapolis College of Art & Design • Spring 2008, 2009.

Adjunct Lecturer • Minneapolis College of Art & Design • Spring 2007. 
LA-1702: Modern & Contemporary Art.
ESSAYS & ARTICLES

Author. “Lyz Wendland: between lost & found,” Gage Gallery, Augsburg University, October 24 – December 19, 2019. 

 
Author. “Buried Above Ground” in Michael Kareken: Parts. 2015.

Contributing Author, “Some Stories Are Too Big for Words,” in The Art of Wonder: Inspiration

Creativity, and the Minneapolis Institute of Art. Minneapolis: Minneapolis Institute of Art, 2015.

Author. “Magic Man” in Jim Denomie: Paintings. ProjekTraum l’Atelier Glidden Wozniak, 2015.

Contributing Author. “Shall We Never Ever Be Rid of This Past” in The House of Seven


Gables. Exhibition catalog. Illinois State University Galleries, 2014.

Panelist. The State of the Midwest Museum. EXPO Chicago. September 19, 2014.
Speaker. “Are There Ties That Bind Minnesota Artists?” WAM Chatter Series, Weisman Art Museum. Minneapolis. MN. July 26, 2012.

Speaker. East Central Regional Arts Council Artist Retreat. 
Speaker. Visiting Artist Lecture Series. University of Minnesota Art Department. Minneapolis. September 24, 2009.
Speaker. Andréa Stanislav in Conversation. Burnet Gallery, Chambers Hotel. Minneapolis, MN. January 27, 2009.
Speaker. 3-D Thursday Night: Alexa Horochowski & Justin Thompson. Franconia Sculpture Park/Marine on St. Croix Village Hall, MN. June 26, 2008.
Author. Andréa Stanislav: River to Infinity – The Vanishing Points. Exhibition review. Art Papers (June/July, 2008): p. 51.
Speaker. Andréa Stanislav: River to Infinity – The Vanishing Points: Critics Trialogue. Minneapolis Institute of Arts. February 21, 2008.

Author. Brave New Worlds. Exhibition review. Art Papers (January/February, 2008), p: 46-47.
Speaker. Ghost Detainees: Prisoners of the Whereabouts. ‘Logics of the Living.’ Conference. Comparative Cultures & Literature Forum, Cornell University. Ithaca, NY. October, 12-13, 2007.
Speaker. Please Rise, Pledge Allegiance, Say Cheese: Patriotic Performance in Andres. Serrano’s America. ‘Performing (In)Visibillity’. Midwest Interdisciplinary Graduate Conference. University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. February 23-24, 2007.
Speaker. Ghosts & Other Fugitives of History: The (Haunted) Literature of Ambrose Bierce & Toni Morrison. ‘Death & Loss in America: Colonial Era to the Present.’ Museum of Funeral Customs. Springfield, IL. October 19-21, 2006
SOLO ART EXHIBITIONS

Barriers. Kolman & Pryor Gallery, Minneapolis, MN. April 23 – May 12, 2018


Wired. Kolman & Pryor Gallery, Minneapolis, MN. January 7 – February 20, 2016

When Not What. Nemeth Art Center, Park Rapids, MN. July 31 – September 10, 2015

GROUP ART EXHIBITIONS


Rituals. Curated by Billy Franklin. Presented by Art Reach St. Croix. Summer 2021


Mapping North. Form + Content Gallery, Minneapolis. Fall 2017

Black Gold: Great Lakes Conservation Network. Prøve Gallery. Duluth, MN. March 24th - April 7th

Guess Ready Review. Conkling Gallery. Minnesota State University, Mankato. February 6 – 27, 2017. 


Abstracted. Minneapolis Photo Center. Juried by Brett Kallusky. September 16 – November 13, 2016. Winner, 3rd Place.

Art on the Plains XII. Plains Art Museum, Fargo, ND. Juried by Aaron Spangler. February 13 –


May 22, 2016


Raster/Vector/Vexel. Minneapolis College of Art and Design. Minneapolis, MN. June 9 – July


12, 2015. 


58th Chautauqua Annual Exhibition of Contemporary Art. Juried by Hrag Vartanian. Founder & Editor of Hyperallergic. Chautaqua Institution. Chautaqua, NY. June 28 – July 20, 2015. Winner, James O’Brien Memorial Award.

I AM KXNDNESS. Burnet Gallery, Chambers Hotel, Minneapolis. February 21, 2015.


North of the 45th Exhibition. Juried by Kevin Buist, Exhibitions Director of ArtPrize. DeVos Art Museum. Marquette, MI. June 6 – August 3, 2014. 


51st Annual Juried Competition. Juried by Kelly Shindler. Associate Curator, Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis. Masur Museum. Monroe, LA. February 27 - June 14, 2014.

Guess Ready Review. Kolman & Pryor Gallery, Minneapolis, MN. March 2014.

Call for Artists 2. Gamut Gallery, Minneapolis, MN. October 19 – November 23, 2013.

AWARDS & GRANTS


Artist Initiative Grant. Minnesota State Arts Board, 2017 – 2018. 

Artist Travel Grant. Jerome Foundation. 2013.

Artists Eco-Workshop. Ernest Carl Oberholtzer Foundation. Mallard Island, MN. 2013, 2015

Roberta Mann Innovation Award. Minneapolis Institute of Arts. January 2013. 

National Leadership Institute. National Alliance of Media Arts & Culture, Silver 


Falls, OR. June 2-7, 2011.

National Arts Strategies Future Leaders Program. Saint Paul, MN. September 2009.
